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FOR PHE CARISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


PROBATION. 

“ Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is 
the day of salvation, harden not your hearts as in. the 
provocation. So I sware in my wrath, they shall not 
enter into my rest.” 

This scripture is frequently used by Arminians in 
proof of what they call a duy of grace or probation. 

They say a man has his whole life to secure an in- 
terest in Christ, that at death the door of mercy, as 
respects a part, is forever shut ; that no more calls 
or invitations will then be given, and if the subject 
does not make his peace with God before he dies, 
misery unutterable and eternal will be his portion. 

I wish, in the first place, to propose a few queries 
—and first, I wish to know where in the Bible this 
doctrine of probation is taught ; and if taught, how 
can we reconcile it with the justice of the Father of 
spirits ? Fam, say 20 years old ; another is 40, and 
another 80 ; antl we have all lived where the gospel 
is preached, and our situations in the main are alike 
favourable for the object of securing the soul’s eter- 
nal salvation: one dies at 40 years of age and has not 
secured his soul’s salvation ; the other at 60, without 
repentance ; but the third becomes penitent at the 
age of eighty years, and is then taken away. All 
who contend that repentance will secure the salva- 
tion of the creature readily admit that the man who 
lived longest in sin will fare the best in a future state. 
Now, how can we reconcile this with the justice of 
the Deity ? he permits one man to live 40, and an- 
other 60 years in sin, and then dooms them to end- 
less suffering ; while he protracts the sinful life of 
another to 80 years, and renders him the subject.of 
endless happiness ! 

I have another query to propose ; Armenians say 
that at death, the eternal states of all men are fixed ; 
and if this be fact, the query is, what is the necessity 
or propriety of a day of judgment: in the future 
world, in which they profess to believe ? It is said 
in answer that it is, to-shew the rectitude of the di- 
vine government in visiting the sinner with condign 
punishment ; let this be admitted (and I think it the 
best answer that can be given) and I would inquire 
if the answer does not suppose the Deity under obli- 
gations to shew to his creatures the whys and where- 





fores of his conduct ? A third query is, must crea-} 
man’s probation, a day of judgment, &c. but it is to 


tures remain (no one knows how long) some in hap- 
piness and some in misery, and then be brought 
forth before the assembled universe, and their cases 
ted, in order to see if their first sentence was righ- 





teous ; for it is the marrow of this scheme that there 
is no change after death ; for Dr, Watts says, 

‘** There are no acts of pardon passed, 

In the cold grave to which we haste, 

But darkness, death and long despair, 

Reign in eternal silence there-” 
And again— 

“ And while the lamp holds out to burn 

The vilest sinner may return.” 
I read in my Bible that “ having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself, by him I say, whether they be things 
in earth or things in heaven.” The reader will 


| judge whether this"peace is to be made by himself ; 


whether he can secure his own eternal salyation, or 
whether he can get an interest in Christ himself ; if 
he decides in the negative, he decides against the 
doctrine of probation, as generally understood.— 
Universalists admit, and strongly insist that man is a 
moral accountable being, that he is under a law 
which is given by an infinite Being, but a law finite, 
as it was given for the rule and government of be- 
ings finite and limited in all their powers. 

The scripture at the head of this article was address- 
ed-to the Hebrews, a people who had been in bondage. 
They had been many years journeying in the wil- 
derness ; they could not enter Canaan, the promised 
rest, and it was on account of unbelief. They had 
an accepted time, a day of salvation ; their descend- 
ants also were invited. to come to Christ that they 
might have rest to their souls ; but being in bondage 
to tradition, under the elements of the world, desir- 
ous of establishing a righteousness of their own, fol- 
lowing the commandments of men, and laden with 
iniquity, could not find rest to their souls ; and it was 
on account of unbelief. As the carcases of their an- 
cestors fell in the wilderness, so their carcases fell in 
Jerusalem and the citiés of Judea. Our Saviour said 
nothing about their eternal misery, when he wept 
over them, saying, ‘*if thou hadst known even thou 
at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, but now they are’ hid from thine eyes. For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and: keep thee-in on every side, and shall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy children within 
thee ; and they shall not leave in thee one stone up- 
on another ; because thou knowest not the time of 
thy visitation.” He (Christ) also said “it should be 
a time of trouble such as was not since the begin- 
ning of the world to that same time, no, nor ever 
shall be.” Did Christ preach never-ending torment 
to any of the children of men ? he certainly did not, 


or those who penned his sayings were not faithful. 


It appears that wrong views are held, respecting 


be hoped that light is breaking in upon the minds of 
men, and ere long we may.expect the perfect day. 
Let us one and all search the scriptures, and be de- 





termined to take them for the man of our counsel : 
rejecting the commandments of men, may we run 
with patience the race set before us, doing justly, 
loving mercy and walking humbly with our God. 
BEREAN. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


PRIDE. 

Christians of all denominations inveigh loudly 
against the passion of pride. Whole sermons have 
been devoted to asperse the character and destroy 
the influence of this monster of the heart—this de- 
stroyer of the soul. Certain I am, that there is noth- 
ing animate or inanimate, real or unreal, to whici: 
has been ascribed a name which has had more pro- 
fessed enemies and zealous opposers than has that 
spontaneous passion of the human heart, which is 
denominated pride. Volumes have been written in 
opposition to this inveterate enemy ; and every en- 
deavour used to disinherit and drive him exile from 
his dominions! To accomplish this, his opposers 
have armed themselves with the quiver of calumny, 
replete with the arrows.of invective, and unitedly 
assayed his destruction.—To this end they have. at- 
tributed to his jurisdiction most of the moral evils 
which annoy the souls and happiness of men. To his 
corrupting agency has been ascribed the invention 
of all the ornaments and that continual circle of fash- 
ions which have been produced during the long 
lapse of ages past. To pride has been alternately 
imputed all the etiquette and accomplishments which 
adorn the social circle, and all those evils which in- 
terrupt and destroy the order and interest of society. 

Pride has been denounced as the fomenter of dis- 
union, discord and violence among mankind : as the 
promoter of impiety and infidelity : as the origin, of 
malice and envy. . To his infernal and powerful in- 
fluence upon the hearts of men, have been attributed 
those racking commotions and prodigious revolutions 
which diversify the historick page. He has been,in 
the same breath, both celebrated asthe founder of 
crTrzs and Krnepoms, and‘ condemned as the sub- 
verter of. whole nations and emprres ! He has been 
eulogized as a conqueror, and stigmatized as a de- 
stroyer ! be 

Thus has the pious declaimer poured forth his 
phillipics upon this foe of man—insidious pride ; nor 
has he ended here : But fired with zeal, he, with 
persuasive eloquence and stubborn facts, pursues his 
formidable enemy ; and in a glow of exultation speaks 
of Banex’s height—of a Sopem and Gomorrua—of 
the metropolis of Judea, the glory of the once pow- 
erful, but now no longer nation of the Jews ; all sunk 
in ruins, as an awful memento of the devastating in- 
fluence of ambitious pride ! | 
But still the monster, still imperious pride, 

Survives the raging of inyective’s tide ; 


Maintains his empire o’er the human soul, 
And ghostly sways the sceptre of control. 
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FOR ‘THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


It was past sundown, and the evening shades be- 
gan to prevail :—the exercises of the day had ren- 
dered me weary, and my spirits sink within me. I 
sat’me down and soon lost myself in sleep. My mind, 
ever upon the alert, carried me beyond the bounds 
of my native hills and led me whithersoever it would. 
After a journey to far distant climes, after travelling 
among the pyramids of Egypt, those monuments of 
ancient art, erected, no doubt, to pamper the pride 
of crowned heads, my busy imagination led me to 
the land of Palestine, where stood Jerusalem, a city 
famed of old. As I- stood upon Mount Olivet, I 
could not but reflect that this very place might have 
been the ground on which the Saviour was wont. to 
tread ; that here he had viewed the wickedness of Is- 
rael’s degenerate sons, and wept over their pending 
desolation. Fain would I have lingered here and con- 
templated scenes of ancient date, and here listened to 
instruction’s voice, and like Joseph’sson, have wept. 
But short was my stay; and rapid was my march to oth- 
erlands ; being transported from city to city, and from 
country to country ; I at length arrived, at a pleas- 
ant town of no mean appearance. After looking ea- 
gerly around me for some one to inform me concern- 
ing the place, and seeing no one whose appearance 
bespoke them people of leisure, I ascended an ele- 
vation in that part of the town which looks towards 
the rising sun, when I beheld ‘a sight pleasing and 
sublime ; thence I discovered several stately church- 
es, sending forth their spires heaven-ward. Joy flash- 
ed across my breast ; mine eye intent, and speech- 
less was my tongue : but soon the spell was broken, 
and in faltering accents I thus began—* Surely this 
is a place where happiness delights to dwell, and 
here she is never’sought in vain. - These lofty chap- 
els and these glittering spires, shew that a people 
here reside who delight to attend upon the living 
Word.” This said, my tongue, as if by magick held, 
ceased to move, when a passing townsman, who had 
overheard, addressed me thus :—“*Thinkest thou 
that every stately edifice which overtops our town is 
filled with God’s true worshippers? be not deceiv- 
ed: return with me to olden times—sce Babel’s 
massy pile, which by heaven’s decree was doomed 
to fall—view heathen temples, erected to their thou- 
sand gods, and altars upon which smoked whole 
hecatombs!. man is but man. Shall. superstition 
have her votaries here in defiance to the thought 
that she is now left solitary ? Thousands now bow 
at her shrine, and even here in the town of S—— *” 
amazement seized me at the mention of this name, 
and I involuntarily exclaimed, “ Can this be S—— ?” 
“None other,” said my informant. Deception now 
vanished, and I with joy beheld the place where I so 
lately resided! Slumber’s arms were unlocked, and 
drowsy sleep let go his grasp, and I again found my- 
self sitting beneath my paternal roof, after being ab- 
sent little more than an hour. I was cruelly cheated ! 
the flowers which I was about to pluck, withered in 
my grasp ; nevertheless, it was a source of pleasure 
to me to reflect, that whatever my informant was 
about to add, in S——-—— God has not left himself 
without a witness, that there, many true worshippers 
worship him in spirit and in truth. B. H. 


er, somé facts recorded in the scriptures. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 

The question whether the soul of man be immor- 
tal, whether it be a spirit separate from the body 
and capable of existing without it; or whether it be 
nothing more than a consequence of organized mat- 
ter, or whether it be a mere creature of imagination, 
has elicited much inquiry. It was long a grand de- 
sideratum among philosophers, to arrive at a certain- 
ty respecting this momentous subject ; but it was 
involved in much obscurity, till the Saviour appear- 
ed and dispelled those clouds ‘of ignorance, which 
for ages had darkened the moral hemisphere. When 


we compare the light which since has been shed | 


upon it, with the effulgence which burst upon man- 
kind at the advent of the Son of man, we readily 
discover that life and immortality were brought to 
light by the gospel ; but revelation is not the only 
source whence evidence is deriyed to establish ‘this 
truth, Many are the arguments which have been 
adduced, but there is one which appears to have been 
overlooked by many who have written in its stip- 
port : this may be obtained from analogy'—When 
we look at the works of the Almighty, we every 
where behold contrivance : inanimate nature is full 
of it, and when we ascend to animated existence, we 
see design in every part. Without going beyond 
ourselves we find full proof. Our own bodies bear 
the impress of adivine hand. The planetary sys- 
tem is also a comment on the subject.—So much 
order and harmony, continuing uninterupted since 
time began, could not have been the effect of mere 
chance. 

And can we fora moment doubt but that this 
mind will eternally exist ? The thought is prepos- 
terous in the extreme. 
be asked, does man resemble his Maker ’? IT answer, 


But the question will now 


yes ; and thatin possessing a similar mind. Though 
the mind of man is limited, still it has a striking 
resemblance to that of the Deity. 
in the image of Cod.—He is the only being upon 
the footstool capable of reasoning : this faculty was 
given to him alone. By this he is able to contrive 
—<esign is within his province : and having design- 
ed, he can bring to perfection. 
ilarity. The Almighty has infinite space to carry 
on his opperations, the whole universe is under his 
control, and in it he does his pleasure ; while man, 
confined to a spot, does likewise in his own sphere. 
The disparityin ability does not lessen the similari- 
ty.—Now, in return, I .ask, is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that this mind which possesses so much like- 
ness to that of its Creator will ever be annihilated ? 
B. H. 


Man was made 


Thus we see a sim- 


We inserted the Extrema of the ““ WONDERFUL 
PROPHET,” in our last week’s paper, from the 
Chillicothe Times, believing that its solution might 
have a tendency to rivet in the memory of the read- 


should the situation of any of our readers be similar 
to that of Peter, who through fear or pride was in- 
duced to deny his Saviour or his truth, that they 
might be reminded of the importance of being arou- 
sed by the voice of this prophet to commence their 


And 








ee 


labuurs in the vineyard of truth at an early period, 
and continue to scatter the virtuous seed till called 
from the duties of time to reap a joyful harvest of 
peace. 

Among the several solutions received, the two 
following are thought most worthy of an insertion. 


SOLUTION 

Of the Enigma which appeared in the Tetrscorr 

of last week. 
ACROSTICK, 

As tribes yet unnumber’d in beauteous form, 
Rose from chaos to life and to light ; 
On the young perch of nature I welcom’d the morn, 
O’er the garden I rov’d with delight. 
Some cal] me a warrior of exquisite skill, 
To wound without arrow or steel ; 
E’er I give o’er the battle, I conquer or kill, 
Redressing each wrong by the point of my heel. 

Rev. Srn—In the last No. of the Telescope, a de- 
scription of a wonderful Prophet was inserted, and 
a solution thereof being requested, I will endeay- 
our to give the most probable one I can conceive of. 
First, the reader is referred to Genesis i. 21. The 
origin of this prophet may there be traced, Also 
read chapter vi. 12. of the same book ; also read St. 
Matt. xxvi. 74, 75, I need not comment on the 
negative descriptions there inserted respecting his 
garment, his head attire, nor their colours and the 
like ; his politicks nor his christian faith, nor his ob- 
seryance of the Sabbath, nor his abstaining from 
meats. They are all true. His fierceness to his en- 
emy, whom he often kills on the spot ; his partiality 
to his favourites, to whom he distributes his morsel, 
is very apparent to the observer : but his urgency 
in proclaiming with outstretched arms, the day of the 
Lord is at hand, is worthy of peculiar note. How 
oft has he gladdened the hearts of thousands -with 
his clarion voice in his annunciations of the. approach 
of day. Read the latter clause of the 60th verse of the 
22d chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel. The Sermon he 
once preached which brought tears from the eyes of 
a self-eonfident man, near Pontius Pilate, previous to 
the suffering of the immaculate Son of God, is deep- 
ly interesting to all. Who then is this “* Wonderful 
Prophet ’” I answer in the following memorable 
text: “And Jesus saith unto him (Peter) verily I 
say unto thee, that this day, even in this night, be- 
fore the COCK crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice.’ St. Mark xiv. 30. a. ¥: 

| SiS 

| GRACE, 

I sing the charms of grace, 

Whose all inspiring voice, 

Address’d to Adam’s race, 

Bids all our hearts rejoice : 
It brings salvation from above, 
And pours on man celestial love. 


From Eden’s calm retreat, 

Where mildest dews were shed, 

To Judah’s chosen seat, 

Where Israel’s tribes were led, 
The smiles of grace descending came; 
And left the savour of its name. 
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It burst in heav’nly strains. 
From seraph tongues sublime, 
On Judah’s ancient plains, 
While rays of truth divine 
Beam’d o’er the consecrated land, 
And own’d Jehovah’s great command. 


Next from the Saviour, dear, 
In gentle accents fell 
The words of grace sincere, 
Beyond what heart can tell * 
It spreads diviner truth abroad, 
And wins the nations to their God. 


Its reign shall far,extend, 

Through ev "ry distant clime ; 

its vict’ry know no end, 

Beyond the bounds of time : 
Its praise in peals of wonder roll, 
From ev’ry ransom’d joyful soul! D. 
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_ FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A BAPTIST. 
LETTER 2. 
“ Come, let us reason together.” 
My dear Sir,—tn a former letter, I suggested, as a 


reason for opposing the Missionary scheme, that as | 
those who are thus sent are ignorant of the gospel, | 


it cannot reasonably be expected, that they will | 


teach it to others. 


tive of the senders, is to spread the light of the gos- | 


pel where it does not already shine. The subject 


of investigation is now offered in the shape of a que- | 


ry,—“ What is the gospel ?” 


Much as we are told of living in a gospel land, 
and of our abundant opportunities to hear the sound | 
of the gospel, it is beyond the pale of controversy, 


that few, even of church members, know the simple 
impoft of the term gospel. This is not spoken from 
conjecture, it is fact, gathered by extensive observa- 
tion; and of those who are thus instructed, fewer 


still are enabled to give the scriptural’sense of the | 


term, in Bible language: In Gal. iii, 8, Paul gives 
us a luminous definition, in the following words :— 
“« And the scriptures, foreseeing that God would jus- 
tify the heathen through faith, preached before the 
cesreL to Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations 
be blessed.” We here not) only learn that the gos- 
pel was preached to Abraham, but we are informed 
particularly of that in which these glad tidings con- 
sists; namely, in JUSTIFICATION. 

On reference to the passage of this import found | 
in Genesis, we perceive the promise to Abraham, . 
Isaac, and Jacob, is varied in language, including all | 
nations, families, and kindreds. Is it possible to be 
more express in fixing the universality of the bless- | 
ing? Other portions of scripture fix the meaning 
of the term beyond the power of fair and honourable | 
criticism to controvert. Paul declares to-a certain 

» that he shall come to them “ in the fulness 
lessing of the gospel of Christ.” Writing to 
the Ephesians he says: “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of trutb, (what word ?) 


self: by him, J say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven.” 


the eosrrx of your satvaTion.” The fulness of the 
gospel blessing is salvation, and men are now called 
upon to believe this truth, and enter into rest. If it 
were the word of truth before the Ephesians were 
called upon for the obedience of faith, it is equally 
true at the present day. The gospel is light, not 
darkness : it is blessing, not cursing. Without ref- 
erence to a cloud of testimonies running in the same 
channel, permit me to inquire, Is this the burden of 
the preaching of your missionaries? Do they tell 
their hearers that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself—or do they say, Make your peace 
with God, that he may lift on you the light of his rec- 
onciled countenance’? Do they testify with Paul to 
his brethren—Having Manz peace through the blood | 
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto him- 


You know this is not their 
preaching. What do they write from India ? “ Preach- 
ing fire and brimstone drives them to their temples.” 

Those called christians, generally agree in the 





| declaration, that the new is a better dispensation than 
| that which is termed the old, being established upon 








It can hardly be necessary to | 
prove, that the ostensible, and in general the real mo- , 


better promises. This appears to be the impression 
| on the mind of Paul, who gives us to understand that | 
‘life and immortality are brought to light by the gos- 
| pel. That the old covenant contained no threat of 

punishment in a future state, is evident to a superfi- 

cial observer; if, therefore, the gospel contain a | 
| threat of inexpressible and interminable "misery be- | 
yond this mode of being, it is manifestly absurd to 
call it a more glorious dispensation. Again, the ef: 
fects of a belicf of the true gospel, are peace and 
joy. What are the effects of a belief in the systems 
of men, misnamed gospel, let the cells of the mani- 
ac, the murdered children of distracted mothers, and 
_the thousands of persecuted and massacred martyrs, 
witnéss. 

I have many other and strong arguments against 
the modern missionary system, but having given you 
sufficient labor in the premises, I leave this subject, 
for one which it is possible you may deem more Her- 
culean. 

Among the various tenets of which you are tena- 
‘cious, there is none to which you cling with more 

pertinacity, both as a positive ordinance, and a distin- 
guishing badge of sect, than water baptism by im- 
mersion. I now crave your attention to some re- 
marks on the subject.. If you consider this tenet.as 
permanently fixed, you can attend the investigation 
with coolness ; and the firmer your confidence, the 
greater will be your candor. In proof, you adduce 
| the precept and example of Christ ; would to God 
‘you might be enabled to follow him in doctrine, as 
implicitly, as in this respect you undoubtedly do, 
agreeably to your sense of right on the subject. In 
‘the charge given to his disciples on the eve of his 
ascension, Christ bids them to teach all nations, bap- 
| tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Permit me now to in- 
quire, Does this relate to form, or to substance ? If it 
relate to form, why did not the apostles use it ? and 
if it*relate to substance, why do you add the term 
water, and impose a form unknown, and of course 








not practised by the primitive christians ? : 


John appears to have had a very different view of 
the subject from Baptists of later times. Speaking 


| of the dispensation committed to him, he says, I in- 


deed baptize you wirH water, Speaking of the 
dispensation committed to Christ, he says, He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with [or more 
correctly, even] fire. This then appears to be the 
distinguishing difference of their baptisms. True 
indeed we read that the disciples of Christ baptized, 
and probably with water. That this affords no proof 
that water baptism is a positive institution of Christ, is 
now my province to make manifest... Not only do 
we read that Christ was circumcised, but that Paul, 
who received the gospel by. the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, took Timothy, and circumcised him: And. 


| yet this same apostle declares, that if any are circum- 


cised, Christ shall profit them nothing. . But further 
—Paul, on a certain occasion, mentions a few whom 
he had baptized, evidently with water, and thanks 
God he had baptized no more, adding, For I was not 
sent to baptize, but to preach the gospel. If we 
may rely on the veracity of this apostle, he did more 
to evangelize the world, than all the remaining apos- 
tles. Notwithstanding he had the gift of miracles, 


_his extraordinary conversion for a chosen vessel, and 
| his great success, his word is pledged that baptism 


was not included in his commission. 

To those in the least acquainted with the history 
of Paul’s sufferings in consequence of preaching the 
gospel, it is needless to urge, that nothing would de- 
ter him from a known duty. | Neither stripes nor im- 
prisonment, nor the whole catalogue of the appalling 
evils which he describes as enduring in his own body, 
in the least moved him to renounce the ministry 
which he received, on his own declaration, “by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.’ That he renounced the 
use of water baptism as a rite not included in his 
commission, is as evident to my apprehension, as that 
he acted without a warrant in the circumcision of 

Timothy. Though fully aware that he was acting in 
hoth cases without a warrant, he undoubtedly con- 
sidered it expedient. On after-thought, however, it 
is obvious that he received no satisfaction in either 
of these cases, both of which he tacitly condemns. 
I now ask you to be true to your conscience, and say, 
Would you circumcise a child because Christ submit- 
ted to the ordinance, or because Paul performed 
this rite on Timothy ? Certainly I anticipate youn 
answer, No. 


We are Gentiles ; and Paul was the great apostle 
to the Gentiles ; and with all his endowments, he 
declares he had no commission to baptize. On what 
then is the ordinance founded? On the traditions 
of men, is my answer. For what purpose did Christ 
commission disciples at different times before his 
crucifixion ? To preaeh the gospel—heal the sick 
—and to cast out demons, or in more intelligible lan- 
guage, to heal those disorders deemed incurable by 
the physicians of that age. Thus then we learn that 
to his disciples, commissioned to preach to the Jews 
only, and that previous to his crucifixion, no direc- 
tion was given to baptize with water. To a distin- 
guished apostle, commissioned to both Jew and 
Gentile, posterior to his resurrection, no such 
was given. Which now is the less difficulty, to 
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make it appear that water baptism is a positive insti- 
tution of Christ, in the very face of these stubborn, 
negative facts, or to allow that teaching and baptism 
are convertible terms, and that to teach or baptize 
in the name, is to,teach or baptize in the doctrine of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ? 

If your view be correct, Christ omitted a material 
part of his charge in sending forth his chosen serv- 
ants at different times, without enjoining water bap- 
tism, and the integrity of the scriptures is thus most 
positively impeached. If the view now taken be 
correct, they evidently harmonize. That the dis- 
pensation to John was special, I think is evident from 
his own language—J must decrease. Speaking of 
Christ, he says, He must increase. If this language 
do not refer tothe dispensations, to what subject 
does it refer’ I confess I am unable to answer. 
Again—the apostle Paul uses the term one baptism 
in a situation rendering it obvious that he recognised 
but one baptism. You believe in a baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, but this is not water baptism ; therefore, 
if the latter be a positive ordinance, it is certainly a 
second, or another baptism, and you presume on an 
authority for justification not communicated to the 
apostles. 

I would now inquire, who has authority to bap- 
tize ’—-May all disciples, or those who fancy them- 
selves such, perform this ordinance ? -If an impostor 
should obtain the sanction of your church thus to 
officiate, and evidence should render~it certain that 
he was all the time an infidel, would baptism by him 
be valid? If an arrant hypocrite should be baptized 
and finally be detected as such, would re-baptism be 
necessary, on a confession and sincere repentance ? 
If an infidel may perform the rite acceptably, why 
not a Hottentot ? Ifthe baptism of a hypocrite be 
legal, why require faith before baptism ? 

Yours truly, MENTOR. 


VIRTUE.—a skeren. 

“ The only amaranthine flower on earth, is virtue. 
Fhe only lasting treasure, truth.” 

When the amiable and accomplished lady Jane 
Grey was confined in the tower, previous. to her ex- 
ecution, she wrote to her friend Dr. Almer a. let- 
ter containing the following beautiful passage :— 
‘‘ There is an eternity for all, that belongs to virtue, 
and what we have done for her will advance even to 
the sea, however small the rivulet may have been 
during our life.” 

How expressly true! the pure and unsullied 
stream of virtue will ever meander through life’s 
chequered course to the boundless ocean of eternity 
and:happiness. Cynthia may reflect the borrowed 
light—the sun may revolve in his diurnal rotation, 
and his satellites irradiate our world with their splen- 
dor—yet the season will arrive when the voice that 
called chaos into symmetrical existence, will consign 
these created luminaries into the abyss of their for- 
mer darxness and oblivion. But virtue will live be- 
yond the abodes of the tomb—she will soar beyond 
the bounds of creation, and be hallowed by the holy 
seraphim. 

Without virtue there is no 


man that can be truly 





happy. There is no temporal pursuit, no ayocation in | 


life unaccompanied by vicissitudes and disappoint- 
ments. Every idle pleasure has its consequent sor- 
tow. The foundation of actual happiness cannot be 
laid in a heart that engenders vice and immorality. 
Its basis is a good conscience ; and & pure conscience 
is the infallible concomitant of virtue and religion 


| seven learned men translated what is called the Ge- 
| neva Bible ; and others the Bishop’s Bible, &c. 

But none of these pleased King James, and he ap- 

pointed fifty-four learned men, under certain re- 

| strictions, to make a new translation : however, only 

| forty-seven of them undertook the work ; and they 


alone. The wine cup that exhilarates the senses for | gave us our present Bible. 


a short-lived moment, not only brings the melan- 
cholly reflections of a cooler judgment—but when 
indulged in licentiousness, it is the bane of every 
valuable and social blessing that belongs to the sanc- 
tity of character. . Vice in..every. shape is illusory 
and pernicious ; virtue is the only amaranth. It isa 
gem that never ceases to sparkle—it is an attribute 
amiable to man, and sacred to God. 

Do thyself no harm.—This short and plain sentence 
comprchends all the prohibitions of the gospel ; for 
when we injure others, we destroy the health and 
happiness of our own souls. Were people fully con- 
vinced of this truth they would be far more scrupu- 
lous in their thoughts, words and deeds, knowing, 
that in the same degree they are kind and beneficent 
to all, they increase their own joy. Many have be- 
lieved with the Jews, that they ought to love their 
neighbors and hate their enemies; but the gospel 
commands us to love our enemies, not simply that 
they may be advantaged,’ but also that we may be 
the children of God in heart, lip and life, and that we 
may prove bur filial title, by exhibiting the temper 
of Jesus. But we should not only strive to prevent 
grief and compunction by the mild and christian treat- 
ment of all, but by such a vigilance over our thoughts 
and passions, as shall eventuate in peace, which the 
world can neither give nor take. Should these facts 


be well considered, and each reflect, that his enjoy: | 


ment depends on his charitable feelings to all, and 
the government of his temper and affections, 


The rage of war, the strife of tongues would cease, 
And o’er the earth would smile the sun of peace. 


When we cast our eyes back 464 years, there was 
not a Bible on-earth in our language. 
liffe was the first man who translated this book into 
English.—This was done in 1360 ; but-it was never 
printed till about 1431, and then only the New Test- 
ament. The first English*Testament ever printed 
was translated by William Tindale, who was assisted 
by Coverdale, and was printed in 1526, which is only 
299 years since; and this edition was principally 
bought up by Bishop Tunstal and Sir Thomas 
Moore, and committed to the flames ; and even his 
second edition shared the same fate. He and his 
coadjutors afterwards printed the whole Bible. But 
poor Tindale did not live to see much of the saluta- 
ry effects of his pious and laborious exertions ; for 
while preparing his second edition, he was taken up 
for heresy, as the Papists call it, and like his Testa- 
ments, burnt to ashes. Nevertheless, his Bible out- 
rode the storm of opposition, and being revised by 
John Rogers and others, was printed under the bor- 
rowed name of Matthew—was dedicated to Henry 
VIII. in 1587, and is known by the name of Mat- 
thew’s Bible. This was the first Bible that obtained 
liberty to speak publickly in England, After this, 


John Wick.« | 


| We fear there are many who think there is ment 
‘in believing certain doctrines; who mistake the 
| true import of the text, “by grace are ye saved,” 
| quiet themselves with having,once in their lives, pass- 
'ed through what they deemed conviction and cor- 
‘version, and from thence believe their salvation is 
secure. They are like the barren fig-tree ; and un- 
less they are brought to true repentance, to showing 
their “faith by their works,” we fear they will expe- 


rience its just fate. 

(CP The request of an “ Inquirer after truth” shali 
receive attention. — 

OCP The communications of « R.C****” are receiv: 
ed, are welcome to a place in our columns. His re- 
quest shall receive attention. 





MARRIED; 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Gano, Mr. Roger Williams Potter, to Miss Sarah Lou- 
isa Langley, daughter of Mr. Joshua H. Langley. 

Same evening, by Rey. Mr. Gano, Mr. George 
B. Franklin, to Miss Abby Ann Springer, daughter 
of Capt. Isaac Springer. 

In Pawtucket, by Rev. Mr. Allen, Mr. Joseph 
Peirce, of this town, to Miss Lydia Lawton, of Sce- 
| konk. 











DIED; 


In this town, on Saturday evening last, Mrs. Abi- 
gail Peters, relict of the late Mr. Oliver Peters, in 
| the 43d year of her age. 
| On Monday morning Jast, Caroline, infant daugh- 
| ter of Mr. Earl D. Pearce. 

On Thursday last, Roxana Hutchins, daughter of 
Mr. David Cady, aged 6 years. Funeral to-morrow 
afternoon, immediately after divine service. 

On Thursday evening, the venerable Col. Wm. 
Russell, in the 86th year of his age. 

In Pawtucket, Harriet Georgiana, infant daughter 
of Mr. Marvin W. Fisher. 

Drowned, at Medway, Mass. in Charles River, on 
the 28th ult. Mr. Seth Harding, aged 43.. In the 
death of Mr. Harding, his family has. sustained an ir- 
reparable loss ; the neighbourhood to which he be- 
longed the loss of one of its best citizens, and socie- 
ty an honest and industrious man. Mr. Harding em- 
braced the doctrine of God’s universal benevolence 
early in: life, and has ever adorned it with that purity 
of heart and conduct, which becomes the christian 
character. His undeviating integrity and: upright- 
ness, his mild and unassuming deportment, his can- 
dour and forbearance in all his intercourse with his 
fellow-men, had gained him the respect and e 
of all who knew him. 

At Cheraw (S. C.) 24th ult. Mr, Esek E, Green- 
man, a native of this town, 











